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It is said that we live in the ‘information age’—with just a few keystrokes or the touch of a screen—the whole 
world lays at our fingertips. While it may be true that we have access to more information than ever before, I 
believe it should be said that we live in a ‘communication age’. With the abundance of information, effective 
communication is more vital than ever. 

Why does effective communication matter?  Effective communication is the key to success, both in personal 
relationships and business relationships. Harper Creek Community Schools may successfully produce and publish 
important information for students, staff, families, and community members.  However, without effective 
communication, the receiver may not understand or even locate the published information. 

Currently, we are taking a close look at the district’s methods of communication to evaluate effectiveness and refine the modes and 
means by which we share information.  We must be mindful of exchanging information and communicating clearly.  In February, the 
Harper Creek Board of Education called for an ad-hoc communication committee—comprised of members of the community, staff, and 
administration—to examine and make recommendations to ensure that an effective communication plan is in place.

Effective communication fosters growth and breaks down barriers.  It is open-minded, and it advances understanding and promotes 
trust.  Above all, effective communication listens. I invite you to join the exchange.  Let us have a conversation—via email, written 
message, phone call, or face-to-face chat.  Together, we can ensure that Harper Creek Community Schools continues to flourish through 
respectful, effective communication.

EDUCATE • EMPOWER • EQUIP STUDENTS FOR LIFE

Message from the Superintendent  
By Rob Ridgeway, Superintendent
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Students for Life

Harper Creek Students Attend DECA State Competition
By Teacher Melissa Irons

Harper Creek DECA brought home fif-
ty-six medallions from the district compe-
tition in January at Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College. Twenty-four students 
then competed at the state level in Detroit.

At KVCC, Madalyn Bell, Joseph Tatar and 
Grace Eishen participated in Advertising 
Campaign. This is an eleven-page written 
event, in which they created an expansion 
plan and a promotion plan for a business; 
they chose Station 66. Their competition 
included a 100-question exam, the paper, 
and a 15-minute presentation. Three other 
groups also participated in written events; 
however, these events consist of thir-
ty-written pages and a fifteen-minute pre-
sentation. Nicole Root, Nathan Root, and 
Zane Newton participated in the Grow 
Your Business Campaign, where they creat-
ed a plan to build and increase business 
for Root’s Lawn Care. Makenna Fredenburg, 
Tyler McKellar, and Madison Wendt creat-
ed a business plan for a subscription cloth-
ing company serving both men and 
women called Sensational Subscriptions. 
Finally, Rayna Einhardt and Joely Mesta 
focused on the Holiday Project and 
Community Service.

Qualifying to compete at the state level 
is challenging.  Students who do not com-
pete in a written event compete in a role-
play instead; they must first take a 
100-question assessment, then they pres-
ent a solution to a role-play to their judge 
with the goal of persuading the judge to 
agree with them. They are judged on the 
persuasiveness of their arguments, as well 
as presentation skills. Participating in indi-

vidual role-plays at the state level were 
Jason Carr (Apparel and Accessories 
Management) and Justin Walker (Hotel and 
Lodging Management). Participating in 
team role plays were: Alexis Campbell and 
Reid Cunningham (Hospitality Team Decision 
Making), Austin Aldrich, Ryan Curtis, and 
Gabe Green (Leadership and Teamwork), 
Drew Haller and Ben Kowitz (Hospitality 
Team Decision Making), and Jordan Robinson 
and Devin Wolever (Sports and Entertainment 
Team Decision Making).

An additional means to qualify for state 
competition is through professional sell-

ing. This event requires the student to take 
a 100-quesetion assessment, as well as a 
fifteen-minute presentation on an assigned 
topic. Andrew Irons competed in Financial 
Professional Selling where he must educate 
his audience on the pros and cons of pur-
chasing and/or leasing a car and make a 
recommendation on the best choice. 
Alyssa Crandall participated in Hospitality 
Professional Selling where she must create 
and present a business travel itinerary to 
her audience and convince them to hire 
her company to organize a business trip.

DECA continued on page 2

A High School on the Move
By Principal Dennis Anthony
As Harper Creek DECA compet-

ed successfully at state competi-
tion, Harper Creek High School 
staff and students have been busy 
doing and preparing for great 
things this winter, both in and out 
of the classroom.  The winter 
sports season ended with many 
teams and student athletes having 
completed outstanding seasons.  
Wrestler Ethan Bishop wrapped up 
his career by earning over 100 
wins and topped it off with an All-
State finish at the state finals.  

Wrestling State Qualifier Dakota Trimm 
finished his season as an individual 
Academic All-State athlete, leading the 
way for the wrestling team to earn 
Academic All-State honors as well.  
Sophomore Ethan Wilson likewise earned 
All-State honors while helping lead a 
young men’s swim team to a much-im-
proved season.  On the court, Coach Matt 
Bowling earned his 200th career win as 
basketball coach at Harper Creek and led 
the men’s basketball team to another 
District Championship.  The Harper Creek

ON THE MOVE continued on pg. 2

Harper Creek DECA students competed at the state level. First Row: Reid Cunningham, Lexy Campbell, 
Grace Eishen, Madalyn Bell, Alyssa Crandall. Second Row: Nate Root, Rayna Einhardt, Drew Haller, 
Jordan Robinson. Third Row: Nicole Root, Makenna Fredenburg, Tyler McKellar, Justin Walker. Fourth 
Row: Devin Wolever, Andrew Irons, Ben Kowitz
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ON THE MOVE continued from pg. 1

community is proud of all its winter 
sports teams, and especially the leader-
ship of its coaches and senior athletes in 
mens basketball, swimming and diving, 
wrestling, and womens basketball and 
competitive cheer.  

The Harper Creek High School Band 
recently received a division 1 rating at 
the MSBOA District Band and Orchestra 
Festival hosted at Harper Creek High 
School.  This is their second consecutive 
division 1 rating and the first time back-
to-back division 1 ratings earned in over 
ten years. This also included a division 1 
rating in sight-reading. This is an out-
standing performance for a growing 
group that is 75% freshman and soph-
omores, as well as a testament to the 
leadership of directors Jared Cavis          
and Bryan Borders. The Robotics 
“RoboBeavers” began their competi-
tions with some early successes before 
experiencing mechanical troubles in the 
later rounds.  They are looking to main-
tain their success in the upcoming 
events.

Service to others is an important com-
ponent of education in our district.  The 
Harper Creek Student Council went 
back to their roots by visiting 1st grade 
elementary classrooms to read the  clas-
sic book “Corduroy” to the children.  
Additionally, they used fundraising 
money to purchase a copy of the book 
for each first grader in the district to 
keep once the reading activity was com-
pleted.  They are planning to close out 

March with a “Macho” Volleyball tour-
nament to raise funds for the Make-a 
Wish foundation.   The National Honor 
Society contributed to service with the 
“Kiss-A-Pig” fundraiser for Breast Cancer 
Research.  Students donated change in 
the name of the teacher they wanted to 
see kiss a real, live pig.  It was a very 
tight race, but teacher Devin Hurst fin-
ished slightly ahead of teacher Dr. 
Cynthia Schofield, and they both gra-
ciously kissed “Oakley” the pig in the 
spirit of a good cause.  

Harper Creek’s students demonstrat-
ed their many talents in the annual 
Beaveriety talent showcase.  This includ-
ed skits, dances, songs, and more per-
formed by students and staff alike.  The 
stage was filled with flair, and the audi-
ence with admiration, at the perfor-
mances.  Lastly, the high school was 
proud to partner with the Battle Creek 
Enquirer and host a Mosaic Storytelling 
workshop on March 14.  Several dozens 
of Language Arts students attended, 
were trained, and were encouraged to 
continue the workshops under the tute-
lage of the Enquirer staff in the hopes of 
presenting their stories at the Mosaic 
Storytelling event later this spring.   

Spring sports are underway, and stu-
dents and coaches are anxiously await-
ing the start of competition to build on 
their fall and winter successes.  Students 
are gearing up to take the district and 
state assessments on April 11, 12 and 
13.  This includes the SAT, the M-STEP, 
and the PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9.  We ask 
that parents of 9th, 10th, and 11th 
graders support their students taking 
the tests and encourage the students to 
perform to the best of their abilities.  
This will be a demonstration of the aca-
demic strengths of students at Harper 
Creek.  

Thank you to our community for your 
continued support of our students in 
these many endeavors, both in and out 
of the classroom.

Harper Creek Community Schools
is accepting applications for several positions, including Bus Drivers,
Bus Aides & Substitute Aides in the Classroom and for Lunch/Recess. 

For more information, and to apply to open positions, visit

www.harpercreek.net
EOE

Community Encounter at Harper Creek

By Assistant Principal Lisa Crawford
The Arc of Calhoun County has 

brought their participants together 
with an art class from Harper Creek 
High School to increase inclusivity for 
their participants.  The mission of The 
Arc of Calhoun County is to ensure that 
people with developmental disabilities 
are valued and respected in order that 
they and their families can participate 
fully in and contribute to their commu-
nity.  

This art class is the result of a collab-
oration between The Arc, Harper Creek 
High School Administration, and Crea-

tive Encountering. The goal of the pro-
gram is to create positive socialization 
between the two groups, while pro-
moting creativity unaffected by abilities 
or barriers. Each person choosing to 
participate in the program has the 
opportunity to express his or herself 
independently while working with oth-
ers in a non-threatening environment.  

The participants from The Arc worked 
alongside the students of Harper Creek 
in the Art II class of teacher Aaron Oaks 
to create collaborative paintings and 
illustrations.  At semester end each par-
ticipant will have a chance to create a 
portrait of their “buddy” while utilizing 
the skills that reflect what they have 
learned about the person.  The oppor-
tunity is about using art as a means to 
express vs. impress. The ability to reduce 
bias through art and interaction is 
essential in the promotion of accep-
tance.

Casino Funds
On March 10, 2017, the Nottawaseppi 

Huron Band of the Potawatomi Tribal 
Council presented a check in the 
amount of $5,406,826 to the Local 
Revenue Sharing Board (LRSB) to be 
shared among the qualifying local units 
of government, as identified in Article 
I(F) of the FireKeepers Local Revenue 
Sharing Board Bylaws.  This revenue is 
for Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT) as 
the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi is a sovereign nation and is 
not required to pay property taxes. At 
this time, the LRSB will accept and con-
sider petitions for disbursement requests 
from qualifying local units. 

Harper Creek Community Schools 
continues to benefit from these monies 
and remains grateful for these funds. 
The district continues the practice of 
utilizing 75% of PILT money for opera-
tions to ensure Harper Creek students 
are afforded the best education possi-
ble, as well as reserving 25% for the 
Future Needs Fund.  The Future Needs 
Fund is a two-fold account providing 
funds for immediate needs, as well as 
reserves for needs that will arise as facil-
ities and equipment reach the end of 
their useful life.  Currently there is 
approximately $585,000 in the Future 
Needs Fund for this purpose.

The 2017-18 budgeting process will 
begin in April when the Central Office 
Team and Board of Education Budget 

Committee will roll up their sleeves and 
begin the task of assessing equipment, 
facilities, and technology to determine 
priorities for the upcoming year.  Upon 
completion of the assessment a com-
prehensive list of goods and services, 
including projected costs, will be draft-
ed and presented to the Board.  The 
Board then authorizes which projects 
and services will be paid for with the 
PILT money.  It is important to know 
how much money Harper Creek 
Community Schools can expect to 
receive from the LRSB so that the funds 
may be budgeted accordingly. 

Harper Creek Community Schools 
takes seriously the charge to manage 
funds carefully.   The Board of Education 
continues to do their very best to man-
age and protect programming for stu-
dents.  The district is fortunate to have 
the means to keep class sizes low and 
implement interventions and enrich-
ments without staff lay-offs, school clo-
sures, or reductions in student activi-
ties.  

We extend a heartfelt thank you to 
the Local Revenue Sharing Board (LRSB) 
and the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 
Potawatomi for their generosity and 
continued support.  The casino revenue 
is greatly appreciated and allows Harper 
Creek Community Schools to continue 
to educate, empower, and equip stu-
dents for life. 

Student Wellness—A Call for Volunteers
We at Harper Creek Community Schools are passionate about student wellness. 

We are looking for motivated individuals to join our district’s Student Wellness 
Committee. Healthy children are better learners, and our goal is to provide stu-
dents every advantage for success. 

Would you spare a few hours a year to share your creativity and ideas to improve 
student wellness?  Nutrition in the cafeteria, movement on the playground, lessons 
in the classrooms—Harper Creek’s focus is on student wellness. 

If you feel inspired to join this movement, please call 269.441.6555.

Harper Creek Educational Foundation
       G i v e  •   G r o w  •  A c h i e v e

www.bccfoundation.org/fund/hccsef
The Harper Creek Educational Foundation’s sole purpose is to generate and distribute 

resources to Harper Creek Community Schools for scholarships, enrichment 
programs, and other projects aimed at enhancing the quality of education.

If you would like to donate to this philanthropic organization, learn more about
its mission and goals, or join the movement by volunteering, call 269.441.6555.

DECA continued from page 2 
After competing at the DECA State Competition, the following Harper Creek High 

School students are State Champions and have qualified to compete at Internationals 
in Orlando, Florida:

• Madalyn Bell and Emily Hamner (Advertising Campaign)
•  Juan Grillo, Brandan Settles, and Gage Hammock (Sports & Entertainment 

Promotion Plan)
•  Grayson DeYoung, Michael Evans, and Alex Logan (Sports & Entertainment 

Promotion Plan)
•  Josh Fleisher, Bryce Martineau, and Mitchell Flesch (Stock Market Game)

The following students qualified through their events:
• Tyla Douglas, Evan Irons, Ben Hatch, and Andrew Irons
•  Jackson and Renae Malone were 1st alternates in Entrepreneurship Innovation Plan
•  Bradley Thomas received a medallion for best financial literacy exam score
•  Chaynce Heider & Drake Johnson received a medallion for best role play in 

Buying & Merchandising
DECA prepares emerging leaders of business, marketing, entrepreneurial, and 

finance students. Students attend leadership conferences and competitions.
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Harper Creek Middle School
Learns Outside the Classroom

By Principal Kim Thayer
At each grade level, students at Harper Creek Middle School are provided the 

opportunity to learn in and outside the classroom.  Our staff believes that enrich-
ing field trips contribute to the development of students as learners and that our 
students gain more knowledge, understand history better, and develop stronger 
critical-thinking skills.

In fifth grade, Harper Creek Middle School 
students take a spring trip to Henry Ford 
Museum of American Innovation and 
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. 

The museum takes students from early 
America through today. The village lets 
students experience colonial America.

Sixth grade students go to camp at Sherman Lake 
YMCA in February.  Students stay at camp for two nights 
and participate in team-building, character education, 
and outdoor skills.  Activities include an indoor rock wall, 
swimming, group problem solving, archery, indoor 
kayaking, high ropes, songs, and group games. 

Seventh graders at HCMS are trying something new this year!  They will be 
going to the Michigan Science Center in Detroit, MI. The Michigan Science 
Center is a place where students can discover, explore, and appreciate science, 
technology, engineering, and math.  The center is set up to promote hands-on 
learning and is closely aligned to the learning done in the classroom. 

Eighth graders enjoy a learning celebration 
at the end of their last year at Harper Creek 
Middle School. They take an exciting trip to 
Michigan's Adventure. Students apply their 
science and math classroom learning to 
studying how roller coasters work. It is always 
a great day of learning and fun!

Adopt-a-Door 
Campaign Update

Emmett Township Department of 
Public Safety and Harper Creek 
Community Schools’ joint Adopt-A-
Door campaign has nearly reached its 
goal by collecting $21,390 of the need-
ed $24,000 to install NIGHTLOCK 
LOCKDOWN devices in every class-
room in the District. The NIGHTLOCK 
LOCKDOWN system is a one-time 
security solution that works on all types 
of doors. It allows teachers to quickly 
lock the door from inside the classroom 
during an emergency—acting as a 
quick and easy barricade. The 
NIGHTLOCK LOCKDOWN anchors 
securely to the floor and can withstand 
1,100 pounds of force. 

Thank you to all of our donors—your 
donation will help prevent tragedy      
and give an added layer of security 
between our students and an intruder.  
NIGHTLOCK LOCKDOWN systems will 
be installed this summer on all class-
room doors in the District.  

If you are interested in helping reach 
the final goal of $24,000, please call 
269.441.6555. 

Learning from the Past
By Teacher Betty Picard

Sonoma 4th grade students attended the Battle Creek Symphony's celebration 
of Motown Music on February 24. The children studied photos from the era.  They 
learned about the significance of Motown in the advancement of civil rights.  They 
also compared today's popular music and dance with the popular music and dance 
of the 1960's. Their audience behavior was fantastic!

Adopt-a-Door Donors
Ron & Cheris Phillips
Ken Leche 
Hunter Prell Company
Gary & Margaret Lincoln 
Wattles Park Men's Club
Vince & Tina Korn
Phil & Connie Qualls
Waggin' Tails Retreat -   
 Christy Rippinger
Amberly Vo
Marsha & Mark Keefer
Craig & Carrie Wilson
Dave & Becky Wieseler
Tracy Payne
Dustin & Charity King 
Gardner Brothers Lawn &   
 Landscape
Joshua & Tena Wolever
Larry & Julia Karns
Steven & Kelly Reed
Jack & Melody Carlsen
Glin & Ann Winsor
James & Judith Hunsicker
Jessica Gieske
Brian & Tammy Schneider
Heather Sloan
Jennifer Powell
Andrea Arnold
Michael & Heather Gerry
Lauren Gibbs &
 Ed Harmon
Cecelia Goff
Cameron Dunithan
Olivia Taylor
Karen Kane
Rick & April Hooker
Steve and Kelly Reed
Mandy Rogers
Adam, Sunshine &   
 Persephone Cook
Naturally You Dentistry
Jeri Ellerthorpe
Linda & Sam Lovio
Tonia Bennett
Dan & Mary Eriksson
Linda Bliler
Brynn Boswell &
 Heather Ferguson
Allison Miller
Nick & Sarah Sawyer
Leanor Brooker
Judy VanZanten
Rick & Kera Buchanan
Steven & Tamara   
 Schanzenbaker
Joe & Sandra Cwiakala
Certified Benefit Advisors,  
 PLLC - Beau Bess
Beau & Shelley Bess
Liz Way 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon   
 Burkhead
Lynn & Kathy Smalley
Bricks 4 Kidz - Venketa   
 Chinatalapati
Schlotzsky's
Andrea Knickerbocker
Barbara Reed &
 Nancy Vargo
David & Wendy
 Van Geison
Carla, Matthew, & Ryan   
 Pejakovich
Joyce Clem
Season Willi
David & Shawn Sutherland
Stephanie Poindexter
Scott  & Linda Rea
Sandra Jessup
Katherine Neeley
McGonigle's Pub & Grill
Springfield Metal Recyclers
Scott & Jennifer Barnes
Diane Long
Richard S. Barnes
John & Therese Reed
Steve & Kelly Reed
Paul & Andrea Fronsman
The Kyger Family
Carroll & Rhonda Parker 
Terry Vette
Barry & Pam Smith
The Mead Family
Ron & Hallie Bess
Amy & Tim Easler
Arden & Carol Mead
Katz Well Drilling
Cindy Fredenburg
Humbarger, Zebell,
 Parks, P.C.
Olmstead Construction
John & Tiffany Jackman
Charles & Jean Mahoney
Pat Pejakovich
Derek & Terra King
David & Sharon Zebell
Daniel & Tracie Osterhart
Amber, Ricky, &
 Madison Spencer
William & Esther   
 Hankinson
Don & Kelly Replogle 
Andy & Jenny Fry
Audra & Lorin Granger
Tim & Beth Martin
Al & Dorothy Miller
Girl Scout Troop 80268 
Desi Sprick
KSS Enterprises - Tom Hill
Kurt, Mary, & Hansen   
 Dittmer

Elaine Feasel
Arlene Buenvenida
Rich and Jen Mackey
Dr. Bryan and Stacy   
 Halverson
Sarah Mitchell
Mark and Janean Crapo
Tiffany Goddard 
Holly & Aaron Kirkham
The Neubert Family
Cate Wilcox, DDS
Mike & Jo Olson
Kristin Krebs
Jerry & Kim Arney
Brian & Kerri Murray
Shannon & Gabrielle   
 Calhoun
Megan Alday
Kari Marx & Amy Ratliff
The Maurer Family
Janet Kolassa
Reliable Refrigeration
Charity & Tanner Alderson
Stephany Poindexter
Heidi Romine
Karolina Papiez
Gina Serrano
Tracy & Donnie Monroe
The Decker Family
Tara & Eric Macleod
Ryan & Amanda Zima
Colleen Young
Larissa Haroff
Kim LaFleur
Nichole Perkins 
The Mattens Family
Lamarion & Journey   
 Douglas
Dickman Road Veterinary   
 Clinic
Karla Kopp
Ivy Merriam
Kenneth & Christine   
 Cunningham
Bosker Brick Company
Roots Lawn Service
Xtreme Power Equipment -  
 Tim Howard
Tina & Mike Fleisher
Bill & Tammy Worthington
Larry & Sandy Bennett
Damion & Angela Kreger
Jeff & Shannon Loritz
Connie Tomak
Tammy & Ashley Tomak
Jennifer DePottey
Steve & Christi Yurisich
Chris Young 
Tim & Sherry Starr

Thank
You!
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Wattles Park 
Elementary Jump 

Rope for Heart 2017
By Principal Brent Swan

Students and staff at Wattles Park 
Elementary have just completed a 
successful Jump Rope for Heart 
campaign for the American Heart 
Association.  Under the direction of 
Wattles Park’s physical education 
teacher Paul Cotts, students learned 
the importance of heart health.  
Students received lessons promoting 
proper diet and exercise.  Another 
important aspect of the Jump Rope for 
Heart campaign was to raise money for 
the American Heart Association as they 
continue research and provide 
programs about reducing the incidence 
of heart disease—the number one 
cause of death in Americans.

Wattles Park students set a school 
record by raising $11,740.37 during 
the two-week campaign.  Fourth 
grader Brendan Walker was recognized 
as the top fundraiser, bringing in $500.  
His brother, Jayden Walker (2nd grade) 
ran a close second, bringing in $499.  
Students, parents, and staff participated 
in a culminating event on February 9 
where they displayed their jump rope 
skills.

Extra Sonoma Elementary Caretakers
By Cyndi Mead, Principal

In addition to staff, Sonoma students have additional spe-
cial adults looking out for their learning and best interests.  
Sonoma Elementary’s WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 
Students) Program brings male volunteers to the school 
almost every day to interact with the students, help them see 
the value of education, and be an extra set of eyes and ears 
to enhance security.  

The WATCH D.O.G.S. program began in 1998 and is rec-
ognized nationally for its unequaled success in bringing male 
role models into the educational process.  Dads, grandfa-
thers, and uncles are all welcome to volunteer!  The volun-
teers benefit as they see first-hand what a day looks like 
through the eyes of the students, as well as the educators 
who work to teach them. 

The WATCH D.O.G.S. begin the day in their own child(ren)’s 
classroom(s), but then move on to other areas of the build-
ing. Each volunteer is scheduled with each grade level as 
much as possible, as well as with specials classes, lunch, and 
recess. They enjoy many of the extra activities that take place, 
such as assemblies, short excursions, other visitor presenta-
tions, etc. Each WATCH D.O.G.S.’s schedule is unique to 
them on that day. Education and learning have changed a lot 
since many of these men were younger; this opportunity 
gives them a first-hand view of these changes while also mak-
ing a difference to the students they encounter throughout 
the day.  WATCH D.O.G.S. is a win-win-win program for the 
students, the teachers, and the volunteers themselves!   

Sonoma administration and staff are grateful to work with 
the Calhoun County Sherriff’s Department who, through 
special grant funding, is able to send an officer to the school 
two days each month to work with students throughout the 
building.  The T.E.A.M. Program (Teaching, Educating, And 
Mentoring) gives students additional understanding of safety 
and the role of police officers in our community.  

The students love “Deputy Dave” Days!  He works with 
each class on a wide variety of safety issues, and this month 
he will be found reading books for March is Reading Month.  
During down time, when lunches and recesses are in full 
swing, Deputy Dave might be found out on the basketball 
court playing a game with the students, or (when there was 
snow on the ground) sledding right along with the students.  

An important goal of the program is to help students real-
ize that police officers are helpful people they can trust and 
rely on for help.  This kind of relationship takes time and 
investment, which Deputy Dave has provided.  The visits are 
paying off in many different ways!

Principal 
Brent 
Swan, 
Wattles 
Park
Elementary

Top 
Fundraiser 

Brendan 
Walker,

4th
Grade

A record 214 students participated in
Jump Rope for Heart

A BIG History Lesson at Beadle Lake Elementary
By Teacher Susan Swaton

March has been an exciting month 
for the three 3rd grade classes at Beadle 
Lake Elementary.  The students partici-
pated in the BIG History Lesson, which 
was a weeklong learning exploration at 
the Michigan Historical Museum in 
Lansing. Spending five days at the 
museum allowed the students to slow 
down and do in-depth learning about 
Michigan history that corresponds with 
the third grade curriculum. 

The week began with a behind-the-

scenes lesson on Civil War flags involv-
ing a flag carried in the Civil War by a 
company that included soldiers from 
Battle Creek. The students also partici-
pated in expert-led lessons about voya-
geurs, mining, and settlement and 
statehood. The students did gallery 
observations in which they closely 
observed artifacts—creating diagrams 
and writing about the artifacts. There 
were teacher-led lessons on the one-
room schoolhouse, lumbering, docu-
ment decoding, and the Capitol 

Building. The week ended with a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the archives. 

Beadle Lake teachers funded the BIG 
History Lesson with two generous 
grants from the Guido A. and Elizabeth 
H. Binda Foundation, Beadle Lake PTA 
funds, and private donations. This 
learning exploration was certainly a 
memory-maker, as well as a wonderful 
learning opportunity for the third grade 
students. 


